


The Flag-Folding Ceremony

See New Air Force Flag-Folding Script
What follows is an unofficial, but popular script for folding the flag. It does not appear in the Flag Code and would appear to be in violation of military guidelines, in violation of the Establishment Clause. The Establishment Clause requires that expression not create the reasonable impression that the government is sponsoring, endorsing, or inhibiting religion generally, or favoring or disfavoring a particular religion. See discussion and references at the end of this page for more information. There are numerous variations to be found circulating online and in newsgroups and e-mails. We have not been successful in discovering its origin or authorship. In fold 6, the Pledge is quoted with the words "under God," which were added to the Pledge in 1954.

Web Links and References to the flag-folding ceremony can be found later on this page. 


Flag Folding Ceremony

The flag folding ceremony represents the same religious principles on which our country was originally founded. The portion of the flag denoting honor is the canton of blue containing the stars representing the states our veterans served in uniform. The canton field of blue dresses from left to right and is inverted when draped as a pall on a casket of a veteran who has served our country in uniform. 

In the Armed Forces of the United States, at the ceremony of retreat the flag is lowered, folded in a triangle fold and kept under watch throughout the night as a tribute to our nation's honored dead. The next morning it is brought out and, at the ceremony of reveille, run aloft as a symbol of our belief in the resurrection of the body. 

(Wait for the Honor Guard or Flag Detail to unravel and fold the flag into a quarter fold--resume reading when Honor Guard is standing ready.) 

1. The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life. 

2. The second fold is a symbol of our belief in the eternal life. 

3. The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veteran departing our ranks who gave a portion of life for the defense of our country to attain a peace throughout the world. 

4. The fourth fold represents our weaker nature, for as American citizens trusting in God, it is to Him we turn in times of peace as well as in times of war for His divine guidance. 

5. The fifth fold is a tribute to our country, for in the words of Stephen Decatur, "Our country, in dealing with other countries, may she always be right; but it is still our country, right or wrong." 

6. The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie. It is with our heart that we pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

7. The seventh fold is a tribute to our Armed Forces, for it is through the Armed Forces that we protect our country and our flag against all her enemies, whether they be found within or without the boundaries of our republic. 

8. The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered in to the valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the light of day, and to honor mother, for whom it flies on Mother's Day. 

9. The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood; for it has been through their faith, love, loyalty and devotion that the character of the men and women who have made this country great have been molded. 

10. The tenth fold is a tribute to father, for he, too, has given his sons and daughters for the defense of our country since they were first born. 

11. The eleventh fold, in the eyes of a Hebrew citizen, represents the lower portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon, and glorifies, in their eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

12. The twelfth fold, in the eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in their eyes, God the Father, the Son, and Holy Ghost. 

When the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost, reminding us of our national motto, "In God we Trust." 

(Wait for the Honor Guard or Flag Detail to inspect the flag--after the inspection, resume reading.)

After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a cocked hat, ever reminding us of the soldiers who served under General George Washington and the sailors and marines who served under Captain John Paul Jones who were followed by their comrades and shipmates in the Armed Forces of the United States, preserving for us the rights, privileges, and freedoms we enjoy today. 


Flag Folding
from The Sons of the American Revolution

A properly proportioned flag will fold 13 times on the triangles, representing the 13 Original Colonies. When finally complete the triangular folded flag is emblematical of the tri-corner hat worn by the Patriots of the American Revolution. When folded no red or white stripe is to be evident leaving only the honor field of blue and stars. 

Reference: Flag Etiquette 


Web Links and References

Websites of Government and Public Institutions 

13. US Army Corps of Engineers ESSAY-ONline, October 2001 from the Army's website 

14. Folding the American Flag from the Army's website 

15. Meaning of the U.S. Flag Ceremony from the Coast Guard's website 

16. Commentary: Thirteen Folds of Flag Honor All Americans by By Lt. Col. Roger Henry, 43rd Flying Training Squadron [Air Force website] 

17. The Bluejacket on the Navy's website 

18. Why The American Flag Is Folded 13 Times from the Lane Memorial Library, Hampton, NH 

19. Veterans 1999 from Minford Middle School, Minford, Ohio 

20. Flags over California [pdf, page 30] from State of California, Military Department, March 2002 

Sources Discussing Authenticity and Authority 

21. Grand Fold Flag from snopes.com 

22. Newsgroup Threaded Discussion 

23. Newsgroup posting of interest 

Other Sources, some with attributions 

24. FOLDING THE FLAG attributed to Captain Chuck Mantkus, National Reserve Law Officers Association Director of Training 

25. U.S. Flag Folding Ceremony from National Veterans Day in Birmingham 

26. Why the American Flag is Folded 13 Times from a website in MySchoolOnline, hosted by the Family Education Network, a division of Pearson Education 

27. Ceremony For Folding The Stars and Stripes which says, "Source-Library Of Congress" 

Note: We located over two hundred other websites and listserv postings containing several variations of the ceremony. 


Discussion and References: Use in Military Ceremonies

The Establishment Clause requires that expression not create the reasonable impression that the government is sponsoring, endorsing, or inhibiting religion generally, or favoring or disfavoring a particular religion. This course of conduct is not permitted unless under all the circumstances a reasonable observer would conclude that the prayer was not officially endorsed. This flag-folding ceremony contains specific exclusionary religious beliefs in numbers 2, 4, 8, 11, and 12. Reciting the flag-folding ceremony in a military setting would have the appearance of being officially endorsed and therefore not meet the tests of the Establishment Clause. 

References 

· Memorandum For All Chaplain Service Personnel by WILLIAM J. DENDINGER, Chaplain, Major General USAF, Chief of the Chaplain Service 

· Establishment clause 

· Law About...First Amendment 

· The Military as a Role Model for Religious Pluralism and First Amendment Practice by Chaplain (LTC) Herbert B. Strange, USA, Chaplain/Instructor, U. S. Army Logistics Management College, Fort Lee, VA 

· EEO POLICY #2-Religious Exercise & Expression by Deputy Equal Employment Opportunity Officer, US Navy 

· Prayer at Staff Meetings by HARLAN G. WILDER, Chief, General Law Division, Office of The Judge Advocate General 


LIST OF USHISTORY.ORG SITES 

· America's Most Historic Mile 

· Commodore John Barry 

· Friends of Bethlehem Pike 

· Betsy Ross House 

· Birch's Views of Philadelphia 

· Black Horse Inn 

· Brandywine Battlefield 

· Carpenters' Hall 

· Octavius V. Catto 

· Declaration of Independence 

· Lydia Darragh 

· Benjamin Franklin 

· Germantown 

· Stephen Girard 

· Graeme Park 

· Historic Documents 

· Hope Lodge Historic Site 

· Lazaretto 

· Liberty Bell 

· LOVE Park 

· Mikveh Israel Cemetery 

· National History Day Philly 

· Thomas Paine 

· Paoli Battlefield 

· Pennsylvania History 

· Philadelphia Architects 

· Philadelphia History 

· Philadelphia Oddities 

· Philadelphia Historic Neighborhood Consortium 

· President's House in Philadelphia 

· Republican Philadelphia 

· Revolutionary War 1777 

· 7 Tours Thru Historic Philadelphia 

· Town Criers 

· Valley Forge 

· Washington Crossing 

· William Penn's Welcome Week 
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